
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Message from the Commanding Officer: 
It gives me immense pride to be able to write in our newsletter to all our supporters after a 
particularly busy year. This current edition demonstrates the wide variety of activities cadets of all 
ages can take part in as they move through their Air Cadet career. 
 
2018 has held particular significance for the Squadron and Royal Air Force; as this year marked the 
100th Anniversary of the formation of the RAF. The Squadron has been busy attending various 
events surrounding this particular milestone. In a quirk of history, we also marked the 100th 
Anniversary of the end of the First World War.  
 
I was proud to again have the privilege of leading the Town, as Parade Commander, for the 
Remembrance Sunday Parade; especially on such a poignant occasion. The Squadron demonstrated 
the best of the Corps values along with a huge attendance, so much so that the Squadron had to be 
formed into a Banner party and two flights. With cadet recruitment continuing, perhaps in 2019 we 
will require 3 flights at the annual Remembrance Parade. 
 

As part of the Squadron history project we have been fortunate to receive a new Squadron Badge. In fact, you will notice our 
new badge adorning the corner of this very newsletter. There is a section further into this newsletter with more details about 
our new Squadron Badge and the significance of this. It is important to note the Squadron’s staff commitment this year. As 
of writing, there are 11 staff who support the Squadron. I am grateful to lead such a varied and committed team who give 
up their personal time to support the Squadron and the Youth of Melksham. Like all voluntary organisations, we can always 
use the support of more volunteers and if you are interested in lending a hand, for a few hours (5-10) per month then please 
do get in touch. I am pleased however, to note that the Squadron Training Office is now staffed and is working hard to 
administrate all the cadet activities, certificates, badges and qualifications. No small job. Thanks CI Sears! 
 
The Squadron Civilian Committee has grown in numbers and I am pleased to say has started to take on areas of responsibility 
such as the minibus, fundraising, Dining in Night and social events. This not only frees myself and staff up to focus on 
delivering the cadet experience, but further brings in their expertise towards these areas. I know any parent or community 
member would be most welcome to join the Committee and you can get in touch with Andy Gale, the Committee Chair, on 
chair.2385@aircadets.org. 
 
Many new cadets have joined the Squadron in the past 12 months and the total cadet strength is now 41. This is up on the 
previous year, continuing to demonstrate the value of the Squadron as part of the Town. 
 
Several cadets have had their first experiences of flight as an Air Cadet this year. Some, their first experience full stop. Cadets 
from 2385 have taken to the skies in the Viking Glider and Grob Tutor across the UK; either on a weekend flying sortie or 
whilst on Annual Camps. A few cadets have even had a helicopter flight whilst on camp also. Annual Camp has always featured 
heavily in the program of events for many of the cadets. This year over 20 cadets went on different weekend and week-long 
camps at RAF Stations across the UK. I cannot recommend attending a camp highly enough to any cadet and hope many 
more take up the opportunity in the coming year. 
 
Early in the year the Squadron achieved a first for many years, attending the local swimming pool and putting the cadets 
through their paces or rather their 'lengths' for their swimming certificates. Whist a great achievement in itself, once a cadet 
holds their swimming certificate this enables them to attend further and more advanced water-based adventure training 
opportunities. Look out for these in the coming year.  
 
In 2019 the Squadron History Project, Aeromodelling, Indoor Air Rifle Range, Flight Sim, Drone Flying, and Banner Drill 
projects will continue. Our newest Civilian Instructor Mr Hubbard will be starting a Motor Mechanics project (Go-Cart) in the 
New Year. The risk assessment alone has taken 4 hours! Finally, the Squadron will continue to deliver the Syllabus, BTECS, 
Leadership and Cadet Development over the course of 2019. 
 
We are close to achieving our goal of raising enough money for the new Squadron Vehicle. I tentatively say Vehicle as the 
Committee will be deciding whether to replace our current minibus, buy an additional bus and run two or buy a different 
vehicle to run alongside the current minibus.  
 
It is a great honour to Command a Squadron as vibrant and varied as 2385 and I look forward to working with all of the 
Cadets, Staff and Supporters in 2019. It leaves me therefore, to wish you all a most Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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Interview with Mark A Van Vogt 

By Squadron Staff 
 

What is your role in the Air Training Corps?  

I am the Dorset & Wiltshire Wing Chairman.  Working with the Wing Treasurer, we support the 

management and administration of the individual units' Civilian Committees in the Wing, ensuring 

that we all comply with Charity Commission and RAF Air Cadets direction and guidance.  There's a 

bit of everything in there, really: communicating, coaching, mentoring, guiding, cajoling, assuring.  

 We also want to see Civilian Committees spending money on cadet activities at their units - that's the most important bit! 

 

How long have you been in the Corps?   

I was a cadet for 6 years, prior to joining the RAF.  During a 26-year career in the RAF, I have been an Air Cadet Liaison 

Officer on a few occasions, and a Service Instructor at a number of units around the country, but always a keen supporter 

of all things RAF Air Cadets.  I have been on the Civilian Committee side of the organisation since leaving the Service in 

2011. 

 

What do you enjoy about working with the air cadets? 

Watching members of the organisation (cadets, staff and committees, alike) grow, develop and achieve, and playing some 

small indirect part in that process. 

 

What do you do outside of the Squadron? 

I continue to work full time, as an Air Traffic Management and Airports Consultant, which sees me working within UK, 

Europe and the Middle and Far East, helping our customers enhance the efficiency in their operation/airport/airspace. 

 

Can you please tell us your most exciting story from your time with the Air Cadets? 

I have so many very good memories of my time as a cadet, but the most abiding one is being selected as the Best Cadet on 

summer camp at RAF Binbrook in 1984, the prize for which was a flight in a Lightning aircraft (English Electric, not Lockheed 

Martin)! I have never felt acceleration like that before or since.  As part of the flight, we undertook a maximum rate (i.e. 

supersonic) climb, at the top of which I could see the curvature of the earth and sky starting to get dark. An unbelievably 

exhilarating thing to have done at the age of 16 - erm, you don't get that kind of opportunity in the Scouts (just saying...)! 

 

What do you hope to see happen with 2385 (Melksham) Squadron this year?  

Not just Melksham, but I would like to see units doing more together with their neighbours to deliver a better cadet 

experience for their cadets.  I would like to see units collaborating, sharing and pooling resources - equipment and/or staff 

qualifications.  This has many benefits: not only do cadets get to meet their counterparts at other units, but also units can 

save time, money and effort, by joining-up for an activity or two across the year.  Oh yeah, and I'd like to see more units 

spending more money on their cadets - sensibly, of course.                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Social Media Presence  
The Squadron is starting to develop its online presence 

and can now provide the new Twitter Feed: 

@2385MelkshamATC  

 

We are currently looking for more Staff Volunteers 

 

Any volunteers are very welcome; be it to offer administrative 

support; teaching; technical knowledge; sports or just general 

assistance. No experience is necessary as full training will be 

provided. 

Contact Details, Out of Hours, Authorised Absences, 

Website 
Email: adj.2385@aircadets.org  

Phone: 01225 700979  

Website: http://2385atc.org.uk     

Promotions, Qualifications and Awards 

Congratulations to all of our cadets on their many 

achievements in 2018, both individual and their 

contributions to the success of the Squadron. There are 

too many to mention individually but here are some prime 

examples this year: 

• Promotions: Corporals Gerrish, Tate, Coyle, Hardiman 

and Sergeant Rudd 

 

• 15 Cadets have earned their Cadet Health and Safety 

Entry Level Award, well done! 

• 32 cadets have progressed one or more classification 

grades. 

• All cadets have earned their Heart Start first aid badge. 

 

mailto:adj.2385@aircadets.org
http://2385atc.org.uk/


Squadron in the Community  

As a Squadron, we have continued to support the Town 
of Melksham, its surrounding villages and local 
community through a variety of events. In particular, 
2018 saw the Squadron support Remembrance Sunday 
Parade, The Food and River Festival, Castle Coombe Race 
Track events and the recent unveiling of the Memorial for 
RAF Castle Combe, Seend Village Fete, Broughton Gifford 
Fireworks, Shaw and Whitley Village Fair, as well as 
providing the Mayors Cadet, this year, Cadet Parsons-
Green.  

 
The Squadron continues to have an excellent relationship 
not only with the Town Council and our Mayor, but also 
the Parish Council.  2018 once again saw the Squadron 
raising money for the Royal Air Force Association 'Wings' 
appeal and also the Poppy appeal. Cadets and volunteers 
gave up their weekend time for this valuable cause, thank 
you!  

 
Upcoming in 2019 the Squadron will be focusing on 
arranging more external visits for the cadets to 
aeronautical events and places of interest. We will be 
delivering on the ever asked for adventure training, 
through visits to Adventure Training Centres. Judging by 
the feedback from the cadets, fieldcraft will move up the 
list of priorities with the warmer weather seeing an 
increase in the number of related activities we will run. 
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New Squadron Badge – Flight Lieutenant McKay, Officer 

Commanding 

As part of the Squadron History Project, we have been 
able to create some Squadron history; as we have 
designed and delivered a Squadron Badge. The first time 
in the history of 2385 (Melksham) Squadron that an 
officially recognised RAF Badge has been in place. In fact, 
you will notice our new badge adorning the corner of this 
very newsletter, Squadron templates and the various 
buildings within the compound. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As way of a description of the badge, I enclose the 
following: The Motto of CONIUNCTI PERFICIMUS which 
translates as 'united we achieve', very apt as 2385 
(Melksham) Squadron has certainly demonstrated this 
over these past 12 months. 
 
The blue and green roundel represents the countryside 
and sky around and above Melksham and is also a 
representation of the "artificial horizon" aircraft 
instrument.  The cog wheel is taken from the Crest used 
by the local Council.  The wheel with the lightning 
flash going through the centre is an allusion to the Badge 
of the RAF No. 12 School of Technical Training which has 
a rotor pierced by a flash of lightning as its Badge. 
 
Not all Air Cadet Squadrons have a Badge, in fact only a 
handful have an Official Badge authored by the College of 
Arms and sanctioned by the Royal Air Force Badge 
Inspectorate. It is a testament to the longevity of the 
Squadron and the hard work of the Cadets and Staff that 
this Badge has been authorised. The Squadron is thankful 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund for its funding of the cost of 
the hand painted and gilded Badge artwork. 
 
The Squadron will be having an 'Official' unveiling in the 
New Year, details of which will be promulgated by letter. 
I hope you will all be able to join us for a celebration of 
this historic moment.  
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Tree Planting – by Cadet Hiscocks 

On Saturday the 17th of March 2018, some of the cadets 

and staff went to do some tree planting on the Bowerhill 

Sports Field for the Council. The trees were planted for 

the wildlife and to separate the Sports Field rom the Main 

Road. The cadets split into three teams of three and 

planted trees in different sections along the fence. 

Overall, it was a great success and we planted 150 trees 

in an hour. 

 

Swimming – by Cadet Paradise-Harding 

On Friday, 16th February 2018, we went swimming and 

when we got there was all got changed and lined up by 

the pool and they gave us instructions of what to do. We 

had two lanes; one to practice and relax and the other 

lane was for cadets to do their Swimming Test.  

 

The Instructions were that you swim from the deep-end 

to the shallow-end and then back again and once you 

have done that you have to float for two minutes. I was 

very nervous, but then the Corporal told me that I would 

be fine. Corporal and Flight Sergeant encouraged me and 

I was fine. The Swimming Test was very fun and exciting 

and I loved it very much. 

 

Athletics – by Cadet Brown 

We had an early start for Wing Athletics. We were told it 

was going to be a hot say so to bring lots of water. We 

arrived at Tidworth Oval and found a spot to sit. We were 

told that the events would start at 10.00 am but they did 

not start until 10.30 am. 

 

Having experienced this when you first step onto the 

track, it is nerve wracking. I was doing 100m sprint and 

long jump and 4x100m relay. Cadet Hubbard was doing 

shotput, discus and 4x100m relay. Corporal Gerrish did 

400m. I took to the track and then the gun went off to 

start the race. I came 5/8. Then I did the long jump and 

came 2nd out of 11. Then we had lunch. Whilst I sat down, 

I listened to music and watched the Finals.  Then it came 

to the 4x100m I had to run the third then pass it onto 

Cadet Price. We came 5/6 due to a team being 

disqualified. Then it came to the Awards where 1010 

(Salisbury) Squadron won. 

 

All in all, it was the best day of my life so far with cadets. 

JNCO Assessment Day – By Corporal Coyle 

On the 18th of September 2018, Corporal Gerrish, 

Hardiman and I participated in our JNCO assessment. This 

day involved going to MOD Boscombe Down to be 

assessed on our leadership skills, general service 

knowledge and drill. Leadership involved being part of a 

team and leading them with a SMEAC Brief. In addition to 

this, there was a written exam based on leadership. The 

drill involved forming up a squad and doing a 5x5 drill 

square. Completing the assessment awarded me with a 

Bronze Leadership Badge and my JNCO Certificate. 

 

Cadet Development Course – by Cadet Strong 

When we first arrived at the place, we and another 

squadron were split into two groups and had a uniform 

inspection. The improvement we were all given is to 

shave our jumpers. Afterwards, to wake us up, we did 

some drill outside for ten minutes until we went back in 

to learn what uniform is regulated for different activities 

and what accessories to wear at Air Cadets. 

 

We learnt about ranks and people we should know about 

and what is required of an NCO on the Squadron. Also we 

were assessed on our timings in drill and our abilities to 

lead drill. At the Squadron, we had several breaks and lots 

of tea and hot chocolate. 

 

I would definitely recommend this course to First Class 

Cadets and NCO to help develop understanding of ranks, 

uniform and leadership in the Air Cadets. 

 

My Squadron NCO Responsibilities - by Corporal Gerrish 

On Squadron, I am the NCO of our Stores. I am responsible 

for issuing uniform to cadets. I have electronic forms for 

all the uniform we have issued. In the Stores we also keep 

hold of tools and the Equipment for the Adventure 

Training and Fieldcraft. 

 

Councillor Pafford Talk – by Cadet Foster  

The other night, a member of the Council came to have a 

talk with us, Councillor David Pafford. They talked to us 

about what is going on in Parliament today. He also talked 

about that we should vote when we a certain age then we 

can have our own impact on parties today. We will make 

an impact on the world today.  

 

Sports Nights – By Cadet Edney 

Sports night was one of the many amazing activities I do 

with Cadets. As I am new, we only had six lessons and they 

were all great! But the Duke of Edinburgh was probably 

one of the best of the activities. We did push-ups, sit-ups, 

skipping and other little activities. My favourite one was 

definitely the sit-ups! 
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Squadron Dining In Night – by Cadet Paradise-Harding and Cadet Strong 

Dining in Night is an annual tradition for the Squadron where we get together and eat a meal followed by awards being 

handed out. Being that it was my first-time attending Dining In Night, I did not know what to expect and I ended up being 

chosen to say Grace. This year, it was held at the Leigh Park Hotel in Bradford-on Avon. The evening started at a similar time 

to Parade Nights but went on into the night. I knew there was going to be lots of special guests like the Mayor, so I made 

sure my uniform was presentable, as did everyone else, hopefully. 

 

Before we had our three-course meal, I said Grace, which thankfully I did not have to remember and we started after the OC 

did. When the three courses were finished, we had a short break followed by the best bit – the Awards! One of the traditions 

is the Paper Plate Awards which simply made up awards for cadets chosen by cadets and it is all a bit of fun! The real awards 

were given out by the OC, some of which include the Classification Trophies, Shooting Trophy and the most competitive one 

of all - the Best Flight! After the OC and Special Guests left the table, Miss Vice – Cadet Utting – read out the never-ending 

list of Fines. Most of which were for Warrant Officer Booth. The rest of the night was not as formal. There was a raffle ticket 

event taking place where you could win drinks and other prizes. I thought it was a great night and I really enjoyed it. I am 

definitely going to go next year. Cadet Paradise-Harding 

 

2018’s Dining In Night was at the Leigh Park Hotel in Bradford-on-Avon. Cadets and families turned up and each cadet was 

assigned different duties such as the Honour Guard, people on cloakroom duties and more. Once everyone has arrived, the 

night began. A speech was given followed by the meal. It consisted of a starter, main course and dessert – each individual 

had chosen what they had prior to the night. Afterwards, we had a break then cadets and some photos. Once everyone no 

longer felt too stuffed, the night resumed with speeches and the awards which continued until 22:00. When the formal side 

of the night finished people had photos with their awards and the night ended in casual chatter.  Cadet Strong 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Castle Combe – by Cadet Hiscocks and Cadet Senneck 

On the 7th April 2018, some of the cadets and staff went 

to do a car parking event at Castle Combe to raise some 

money for the new Squadron minibus. We split into small 

teams to direct cars into spaced in a field close to the 

track. We also set up a tent so that we could cook some 

burgers. We worked so efficiently that we even got to see 

a race! Despite the bad weather, we all had an excellent 

time and I will definitely go again. Cadet Hiscocks 

 
In the late Summer, I went to Castle Combe to do some 

car parking for the end of season races. It was pretty fun 

because we got bacon sandwiches. The only problem was 

that I had to be up really early! It was nice when we got 

to go to watch some of the racing. Some of the cars were 

really cool (even if they lost!). Although it was raining, we 

kept a happy and willing attitude.  

 
Funds raised by the hardwork of our staff and cadets at 

these Castle Combe Car Parking events have contributed 

to the costs for the continued running of the Squadron, 

the Indoor Air Rifle Range and the minibus fund. We 

would like to thank you all for your continued dedication 

to this worthy cause and to thank the Castle Combe Team 

for continuing to offer the opportunity to assist at these 

events to this end. We are proud of the level of 

professionalism and skill demonstrated and know that the 

Squadron can offer a level of service not matched by 

other organisations. 

Clay Pigeon Shooting – by Cadet Williams 

Heading past 08:45 am, cadets were at the Squadron 

before making their way to the base they were to have a 

great time shooting at. After making our journey to the 

destination, we entered the compound and went through 

and made our way to the Shooting Range. We exited the 

bus and made our way as a group to the Reception Office 

where we registered our IDs and paid our amount for 

ammunition.  

 

The very exciting wait was next as we took Briefings and 

also ran through the firearm we were going to be using 

(safety was considered first). The Range was set up as four 

‘traps’ (targets) positioned on the corners of a square 

perimeter as the area we were shooting down. There 

were three shooting stands where an Instructor was 

based on each. The shooting was done in groups; first was 

for the experienced shooters – shooting the 12 gauge, 

then a few other groups, one being for shooters there 

were shooting for the first time.  

 

On the day, there were 12- and 20-gauge shotguns 

available to use. One cadet, which ended up shooting 

both because the 12 was too much to handle half way 

through. After using a more suitable 20 gauge, this cadet 

displayed a show of skill after picking off discs from 10+ 

metres out of the guns effective range. But talking about 

fun and enjoyment, this experience for everyone who 

went, was a great one and turned out to be something 

everyone was happy to go back to and do again. Our OC 

took us and scored 8/10 with his ‘eagle eyes’ and great 

precision. We all had our own experience there and a 

good chance to shoot some clay pigeons. 
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Remembrance Sunday – by Various Cadets 

On Remembrance Sunday, we did a Parade through the centre of Melksham Town. It was a great day. We marched with the 

War Veterans, Army Cadets, Saint John’s Ambulance and other members of the Forces and Groups. We marched from a 

meet point and down the street and all you could see is the crowds that were waiting for us to march through. Many people 

stood in silence as hundreds marched through the centre of the road. All you could hear was the beating of the shoes. The 

Air Cadets come with many numbers to pay our respects.  Cadet Foster 

 
On Remembrance Sunday, we all met up at the Squadron in the morning and got into the minibus and made our way down 

to the Melksham car park. We all formed-up and marched our way down to the church to remember the men and women 

who have fallen before us and without them fighting for us we might not be here today. We all stood around the memorial 

and placed our poppy wreaths around it. We then went into the church and a few people did speeches then we formed back 

up and marched to the car park with pride. Cadet Lavender 

 
On the 11th of November 2018, the whole Squadron attended Melksham Remembrance Parade at 10:00 am. The Squadron 

formed up and marched to Melksham War Memorial alongside the War Veterans, Military Personnel, Army Cadets, St John’s 

Ambulance, Scouts, Beavers, Brownies and Cubs. After the minute’s silence, we all went into the church for a Remembrance 

Service. Finally, we went back outside to the War Memorial to lay the wreaths and march back. It was a good day to 

remember and I have never felt so proud. Cadet Hiscocks 

 
 
 

 



Flying – by Corporal Hardiman 

We left the Squadron at 07.15 am. It was me, Corporal 

Tate, Cadet Alston and Cadet Parsons-Green. We arrived 

at MOD Boscombe Down and went to our waiting area. 

After the other two Squadrons arrived, we did the 

parachute practices and we all had to make sure that we 

could jump out of the cockpit safely.  

 

After this, groups of three started to depart to fly. I was in 

the second group; we went to get out Flight Suits on and 

our helmets. I then got into the Tutor. My pilot was 

brilliant! He was a very nice guy. We had the Take-off Brief 

and then left the ground. We took off very quickly as it 

was quite windy. Once we had climbed to about 4,500 

feet, he gave me the choice to just fly around or to do 

some aerobatics. I chose the aerobatics! 

 

The pilot did a loop the loop then he asked if I wanted to 

do one. I was very nervous but I said that I would. It felt 

amazing! He then did an aileron turn and I did one. I flew 

for 31 minutes. It was such an amazing experience – it was 

so exhilarating. I would 110% recommend it to anyone! 

 

 

Gliding – By Cadet Utting 

We went gliding at RAF Up 

Avon. We arrived at about 

08.30 am then we parked 

and walked to the building 

and went into ‘our Mess’ 

where we had a TV, X-Box, 

Films and Books. There 

were also two comfy 

sofas.  

 

After a while, we got taken in to have a video Brief then 

we got taken one by one to have our parachute fitted.  

 

 

After a while, we went 

over to the Airfield and 

helped to launch the 

gliders. We were outside 

for around 4-6 hours then 

we went inside and got 

given our certificated and 

badges then took some 

group photos then left at 

around 17.30. The gliding 

was great fun, I really 

enjoyed it. 

 

  

 Fieldcraft – By Various Cadets 

Fieldcraft was amazing. Probably my 

favourite of all cadet activities so far. 

The reason I love it was because we 

really got muddy and just the fact that 

it was really fun. There was a person 

standing in the middle of the field and  
 

they were holding a torch. Whenever the torch light was 

coming towards us, we needed to dive on the floor so that 

the light would not touch us and the person would not see 

us.  Cadet Foster 

 

On Fieldcraft, we have to come to the Squadron and make 

sure that we have camo-cream and make sure that we are 

wearing our Greens. We get webbing or bring our own 

webbing in. We get a glow stick and then everyone goes 

and waits outside to got to the designated Fieldcraft Site 

in the minibus. When we get there, we have a Brief about 

what we will be doing then we go into groups and learn 

how to stay safe if we go into the RAF and we also learn 

the crawls. The Crawl like a Leopard crawl is where you 

lay still on your belly so the enemy cannot see you. Sqn 

Cadet. 

 

I really enjoy Fieldcraft because we do lots of different fun 

things. Sometimes, we get to put camo-cream on and go 

and hide. I have learnt hand signals so that we can give 

orders silently so that the enemy does not hear us. Once 

we did an activity where we had to go into the woods with 

a stretcher and rescue a casualty without being spotted 

by the enemy. Cadet Potter 

 

The last time we did Fieldcraft I 

had so much fun! We were given 

an assignment: to find and 

protect and injured pilot who 

needed to be carried back to the 

Allied Base on a stretcher. All the 

while, enemy patrols wandered 

around trying to seek you out.  

You had to initialise stealth tactics including my tactic – 

hiding as a tree – to outwit the enemy. There is a mix of 

fun, commands and definitely mud in Fieldcraft! We learn 

how to initiate silent commands as well as movements – 

what can you learn? Cadet Pieragostini 

 

In cadets, we have been down to the woods to practice 

Fieldcraft. We practiced signals and sign language to keep 

stealth as we wandered in the dark. We plastered 

ourselves in face cream and hid in the bush. We could not 

be seen at all! We practiced lying down in the wet sludgy 

mud and crawling through it but I guess you do not have 

an option if someone is shooting at you! Cadet Lavender 
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Wing Activities Day – by Various Cadets 

The Squadron has achieved success at Wing Activities Day in 2018, again 'punching 
above its weight'. Coming 6th out of 30 Squadrons in the Wing is no small feat. 
Especially considering we were the highest performing Squadron in our Sector of the 
Wing. Also scoring higher than many Squadrons from larger Towns such as 
Chippenham, Trowbridge, Poole and Swindon! Cadets did particularly well in the drill, 
aircraft recognition and the modelling competitions. With particular congratulations 
to Corporal Rabone for bringing home the trophy for Best Under 16 Cadet for Sports. 
Flt Lt McKay, Squadron Officer Commanding 
 

Another activity I did was Wing Activities Day at MOD Boscombe Down. I was a part  

of the Drill Team and the First Aid Team. Cadet Parsons-Green 

 

A few weeks after I first joined the Squadron, I went to the Wing Activities Day. It was quite fun when I went to a climbing 

wall and almost got to the top! I also did a Heartstart Course and earned my first badge. It was really good watching some 

of the Banner Drill as well. Cadet Senneck 

 

We practice a multiple of activities throughout the year for a day at the British equivalent of Area 51 – MOD Boscombe 

Down. Where we show off to all of the other Squadrons in the Wing what we can do and how proud we feel to be an Air 

Cadet. Whilst we wait to be called for the various competitions, there are a variety of other activities to do if you feel bored 

including, but not limited to: a climbing wall, archery range and mountain biking, so you are sure to have fun! Cadet 

Pieragostini 
 

  
 

 

**ADVANCE NOTICE OF 2019 SQUADRON DINING IN NIGHT ** 

Tickets will go on sale in the Spring 2019 but please put this date into your diaries. – Saturday, 29th June 2019. 

 

2019 will be the 57th Annual Dining In Night for 2385 (Melksham) Squadron and you are all invited, cadets, parents, staff, 

RAFA Colleagues, special guests and Squadron Supporters. This year it will be held at Melksham Assembly Hall and further 

details will follow. 

 

A ‘Dining In Night’ is considered a parade by the RAF and as such is a formal event. The evening will include a three-course 

meal with a few short speeches and presentation of Squadron trophies our cadets have earned throughout their year. It is a 

time to reflect on the year just past and an opportunity to think of the year ahead. 

 

The Assembly Hall has a maximum seated capacity of 200. With this in mind and considering the number of guests expected, 

places are offered on a strictly first come, first served basis. Late ticket requests place a considerable demand on the 

organising team so please apply for you places early. 
 

Ticket prices for cadets will be £11.00 and for guests and all others £18.00. 
 

If you have any general questions about the event, please contact the Squadron. We look forward to seeing you there and 

thank you for your ongoing support to the Squadron and our cadets. 

 

 

 

Cadet Feedback and Review - Here is a summary of the OC’s plan for continuous improvement. 

Can we have more Fieldcraft? Additional Fieldcraft nights will be programmed in for the summer 2019. 
Can we have more structured Drill Lessons? More NCOs will be attending the Cadet Drill Instructor Course and a new 

lesson plan will be developed accordingly 
Can we have an Overnight Exercise? At least one overnight exercise will be planned for 2019, and depending 

on volunteer levels, 2-3. 
Fewer repeats of lessons please Lessons are repeated to ensure that every cadet can take part and move 

up through the classification programme. However, repeated lessons 
have been recognised as less than ideal, this will be minimised in future. 

Can we have weekend catch-up sessions? Weekend catch-up sessions are already being programmed, with two run 
since November. Keep an eye on the sign-up boards. 

More external activities In the pipeline. Also the Civilian Committee have taken on responsibility 
for “non syllabus, cadet social events”. With plans for 3 events per year. 
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The Squadron’s new Air Rifle Range – by Various Cadets 

In October the Squadron had its inaugural use of our new Indoor 

Air Rifle Range. Most of the Squadron has now received some 

weapons instruction with a third passing their Weapons Handling 

Test and 6 shooting on the range thus far. These may seem paltry 

figures, however, rest assured that the Squadron has achieved a 

great success in having the range authorised. As staff numbers 

grow and qualifications are achieved, we will be delivering a wide 

remit of shooting opportunities for the cadets across 2019.  

Flt Lt McKay, Squadron Officer Commanding 

 

In October, myself and four other cadets attended an Air Rifle Live 

Fire activity at the Squadron. We took it in turns to give the Air 

Rifle 5 rounds at a time to a specific grouping. Passing this lesson 

gave me the required skills to hopefully go to a shooting camp next 

 year. I enjoyed the activity because I am into shooting as it is in my spare time. Cadet Parsons-Green 

 

One evening in October, 2385 Squadron held its first Air Rifle Shooting session on our new range! There were five of us which 

allowed for lots of shooting. Three out of five of us progressed past CLF1 which required a certain grouping to achieve it. It 

was very satisfying to finally use the range and I was surprised how easy it was to set up and use. I thoroughly enjoyed it and 

would definitely like to come again. Corporal Gale 

 

In October, I attended a day of shooting at the Squadron. After car parking at Castle Combe all morning, five cadets stayed 

behind to shoot at the range. The parade hall was converted into an Air Rifle Range – all of the windows get boarded over and 

we also cover the radiators, trophy cabinet, fire alarms and projector. We can have two people shooting down the range at 

once. In the corner of the room, we had a cadet looking at the target through a scope to feedback how accurate your shot 

was. Cadet Somers 

 

Annual Camps 

We are delighted to see so many of our cadets taking up the opportunities to go on some of the many Annual Camps run 

throughout the year. Spaces are competitive so it is a tribute to our cadets and Squadron that so many have succeeded and 

we hope to see more of this in the future: 

 

RAF Benson Camp – By Corporal Coyle 

On the 4th August 2018, I visited Raf Benson for the annual camp. During the camp, I was able to meeting with many other 

cadets from different Squadrons all across the Wing. I was able to fly the GROB Tutor again; look and sit inside of a Puma; 

drive around in an aircraft towing vehicle; go inside the helicopter simulators and visited an RAF museum in London. This was 

just a few of the many activities I participated in over the week. This was my favourite thing that I have done with the cadets 

and I will definitely try and go again! 

 

L98A2 WHT Knook Camp – by Corporal Gerrish and Corporal Tate 

Recently, I and 4 other cadets went on an L98 Training Weekend at Knook Camp. The weekend had taught me a lot with early 

starts and late nights. One the course, it had taught us how to hand over weapons safely, carry them safely and disassemble 

and clean them. 

 

Whilst on the camp, we had accommodation on the base and also 3 meals in the base site. I really enjoyed the weekend as I 

got to meet up with lots of others from other camps that I had been on and also meet new ones. Overall, the weekend was 

tiring and long but it was enjoyable and I would recommend it to any cadet eligible. As it can get you many opportunities in 

the future and can allow you to go to other camps that required shooting Weapons Handling Tests. Corporal Gerrish 

 

The Shooting Camp at Knook Army Training Camp, near Salisbury, was based around a number of cadets and NCOs from the 

Wing doing the Weapons Handling Tests for a whole weekend for the L98A2s. Corporal Tate 
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RAF St Mawgan Camp – by Corporal Gerrish 

I went on a camp to RAF St Mawgan in Cornwall. The camp was a week long. It was a very good opportunity for me, as I went 

by myself. One the camp, I met many new people and others that I had met on other camps and did loads of new things that 

I had never done before. This was so much fun and I would recommend this to any cadet. That is what camps are for because 

most of the time you are not in uniform or learning and still representing the RAF. 

 

On the week, we did many activities, one of the activities was a visit to the Eden Project. It was a very fun day and very hot 

sometimes. Another fun activity that we did was rock climbing and bouldering. We did this at the on-site Gymnasium; the 

activity was challenging but I was able to climb all the walls. Overall, the camp was really fun and I would recommend this 

camp if it comes up again. 

 

RIAT Camp – By Corporal Tate 

RIAT Camp is an annual camp that includes the whole Corps. The purpose of the camp is to help with keeping the Royal 

International Air Tattoo running smoothing and efficiently. It consisted of crowd lining, handing out leaflets and security.  

 

Each day would go very similar to the last. Wake up, have breakfast, go show-side and do your activity for the day. You would 

then have around one to two hours to go around the show then back to the campsite for dinner. Then we had some free 

time until 22:00 when it was lights out. 

 
 

RAF Shawbury Camp – Corporal Gale 

In the summer holidays, Dorset and Wiltshire Wing ran an annual camp to RAF Shawbury in the West Midlands. RAF 

Shawbury is an tri-forces base and specialises in training such as helicopter training in the Juno and Jupiter. The camp was 

one week long and ended with a drill competition. The winners of the competition won a flight in the Juno Helicopter. The 

other days consisted of an all-day walk, flying in the tutor at RAF Cosford, shooting training and a tour and of course, the 

flights on the last day. My highlights were of course the flights but also the tour of the Storage and Maintenance Hangar 

which housed both Hawks and Typhoons! 

 

Rolleston Shooting Camp – Corporal Hardiman 

I went on a four-day shooting camp at Rolleston Camp. On the first two days, we trained for our Weapons Handling Test and 

completed it. This test consisted of Basic Weapons Training such as: Loading and unloading, cleaning and marking it safe. 

One the last two days, we did live firing. When firing, you have to complete a series of things called CLF’s. I completed CLF 1 

and 2. CLF 1 consisted of a target with four smaller targets. I had to shoot a grouping of five rounds consistently with at least 

one grouping being 70mm or less. 
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